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Parents and Caregivers, 

2016 Staffing News 

Congratulations to Mrs Platt who has accepted a leadership role as a Co-ordinator at St Finbarôs Primary Glenbrook.  Mrs 
Platt has been teaching at Holy Cross for 11 years and has taught many children and has made a wonderful contribution to 
our school, as a teacher, acting in leadership roles and mentor to other staff members.   

Congratulations and thank you to Miss Sarasola who has accepted a permanent teaching position at St Aidenôs, Rooty Hill 
and Miss Leano who has accepted a permanent position at Holy Family, Emerton.  Miss Sarasola and Miss Leano have 
also made many contributions to our staff, particularly in sport and creative arts.   

Retirement News 

After 14 years of teaching at Holy Cross, Mrs Sue Whelan has decided to retire at the end of 2015.  Mrs Whelan has 
taught many children at Holy Cross during this time.  On behalf of the students and staff I would like to thank her for her 
contributions and wish her all the best as she moves into a new stage in her life.   

 

Maternity Leave 

We wish Mrs Mustac all the best as she awaits the birth of her baby in February and look forward to her return in 2017.   

 

Thank you and best wishes to Miss Merchant and Mrs Grubisic who have contributed much to Holy Cross throughout the 
year while teachers have been on maternity leave.   

 

Leave 

Mrs Te Hiwi will be accessing leave for 2016 to be with her family and will be returning in 2017.  We wish Mrs Te Hiwi all 
the best during this time.   

 

2016 Staffing  

We welcome the following staff members to Holy Cross for 2016.   

Miss Bianca Van Der Burg, Miss Katherine Breen, Mr Mitchell Duncan,  

Miss Aymie Sultana, Miss Brianna Kean, Miss Zoe Astbury and Mr Phillip Weston.   

We look forward to you joining our school community next year. 

 

MATHEMATICS ASSESSMENT INTERVIEWS 2016 

This year our bookings for MAI times will be done online at School Interviews. This is on online booking system used by 
many schools in our Diocese. 

Our Year 1 - Year 6 mathematics Assessment Interviews for 2016 will be held on: 

Wednesday 27th January from 9am - 3.30pm 

Wednesday 3rd February 3.30pm - 6.30pm 

Tuesday 9th February 3.30pm - 6.30pm 

Bookings will be open from Tuesday 15th December , 2015 at 8.30am. Further information will be 
provided next  Monday Week 11. 
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Regards, 

Marina Hardy 

Principal 



 

Christmas Celebration Tomorrow Morning  

 

Please join us tomorrow morning to give thanks for our year together as well 
as celebrate the coming of Christ at Christmas. Children from every grade 
will help lead our special liturgy from leading prayer, recreating the story of 
the nativity, leading music as well as presenting our Christmas St Vincent de 
Paul hampers. The celebration will also give us the opportunity to farewell 
those in our community who will be leaving us this year.  

We invite all parents to join us at 9:15am in our MPLC.  

 

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 

Pope Francis has proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy to take place from 8        
December 2015 until 20 November 2016. The Year of Mercy is a special time for the whole  
people of God to remember the gift of mercy that comes to us from the Father and to  consider 
the manner in which we are the face of Godôs mercy to those we come into contact  with each 
day. 

Today Pope Francis will symbolically open what is known as the Holy Door at St Peterôs              
Basilica in Rome. This door symbolises the invitation that Christ offers us to change as we go 
through it. May the year ahead be a time where mercy is seen across the globe.  
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 

A big thank you to all families that have been able to support this yearôs St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas appeal. We wonôt be taking our hampers to Vinnies until next week so there is still 
time to contribute. Please consider those in our community who need support so that they too 
can experience joy at Christmas.  

DAY DATE TIME EVENT 
Wednesday 9th December  End of Year Thanksgiving Mass - MPLC 

Thursday 10th December 7.30pm Year 6 Graduation Mass 

Friday 11th December 5.30pm DanceFever Challenge Homebush 

Tuesday 15th December 9.30 am School Showcase 

Wednesday 16th  December   Last day of year for all students 

Thursday 17th December   Staff Development Day 

Wednesday 27th January, 2016  Staff Return 

Thursday 28th January, 2016  Years 1 - 6 students return 

Monday 1st February, 2016  Kindergarten students commence 

Friday 25th March, 2016  Good Friday 

Monday 28th March, 2016  Easter Monday 

Friday 8th April, 2016  Last Day of Term 1 

Tuesday 26th April, 2016  First Day of Term 2 

Friday 1st July, 2016  Last Day of Term 2 

Monday 18th July, 2016  First Day of Term 3 

Friday 23rd September, 2016  Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 10th October, 2016  First Day of Term 4 

Friday 16th December, 2016  Last Day of Term 4 

 

 

 

 



 

Swimming Carnival  

On Thursday 3rd December, the children aged 8 years and above went to Nirimbah Pool at Quakerôs Hill for our Swimming 

Carnival. The day started with 100m races, followed by 50m races and finishing with 25m races. 

 

It was a successful day with the students demonstrating our School Agreements. The lifeguards at the pool commented that 

Holy Cross was the best school that they have ever seen through their ability to listen and obey instructions and to clean up 

the area afterwards. 

 

As with all events at Holy Cross, the day could not have been run without the support of our parent community. 

A very big thank you to the following parent helpers on the day: Mrs Sullivan, Mrs Harb, Mrs Baird, Mrs Borg, Mrs Koncurat, 

Mr Davis, Mrs Jones, Mrs de Salis, Mrs Howe, Mr Christiansen, Mr Tietie, Mrs Sastrillo, Mrs Kaur, Mrs Bivona, Mrs Odgers,                    

Mrs Pruyn, Mrs Jo, Mrs Lim, Mr & Mrs Christie, Mr & Mrs Jensen, Ms Keady, Mrs Caruana & Mr & Mrs Giumelli 

Without your help the day could have not run so smoothly. It was wonderful to see such a large number of parents offering 

their assistance on the day, your time and effort is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Students placed in the top for each category based 

on their time, will be selected to be in the Zone team. 

These students will be notified later in the week and 

will be announced to the school community next 

week. 

 

Yours in Sport 

Mrs Richardson 

 


