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Kindergarten 2017 Enrolments 
Please complete and return Expression of Interest 

forms by Friday 1st April, 2016 to the school office. 

Expression of Interest forms can be found on our 

school website.  We will be commencing  enrolment 

interviews for Kindergarten 2017 shortly.  

Please inform family or friends if they have children 

who are eligible to attend. 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

I hope that you all had a lovely Easter with family and friends.  On Holy Thursday our school gathered as a community to 
re-enact the significant events of Holy Week. The reflection focused on Jesusô last days before the crucifixion. It was also a 
time to reflect on what this means for us and to unpack the ways in which we may do well to respond, in other words, to 
pick up our cross each day as Jesus suggests.  
 

Markôs Gospel (14:1-15:47) invites us to imagine that you are there at Jesusô death and resurrection.  What is God saying 
to you about mercy as you picture the scene? Who are you before the Lord?   

 

2016 Year of Mercy  
Often we are reminded both in and outside of the Church that Pope Francis has declared 2016 as the Year of Mercy.  But 
we can ask ourselves - what does mercy really mean? How does mercy fit with our school community and what we all 
strive to live by? It is important that we try to understand what mercy means and how we can show it in our lives.  
 

Recently I read, mercy being described as óthe willingness to enter into the chaos of another.ô At times our own lives can 
be so chaotic that we tend not to see the chaos that takes hold of others. However, from the chaos comes the truth - that 
life will continue to reign. As we enter into mercy with another, entering into their own chaos we give forth that foundational 
energy of the universe - love. And, when we stand amid the chaos wondering how we can show mercy to another we 
demonstrate our willingness to stand united in faith - knowing that God is with us. Pope Francis says: At times we are 
called to gaze even more attentively on mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of the Father's action in our 
lives. For this reason I have proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a special time for the Church, a time when 
the witness of believers might grow stronger and more effective. This call to mercy is indeed a challenge. But if we are to 
embrace mercy, we need to move boldly and with creativity toward the chaos of our lives, the lives of others and that of the 
wider world community. We need to imagine that if we become bolder in our practice of mercy than we are right now, how 
different things might be.  

How might you show mercy to another this week?  

 

Kind regards, 

Marina Hardy 
Principal 
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WƻƘƴ ··LLL aŀǎǎ ¢ƛƳŜǎ 
Saturday Vigil          6.00pm 

Sunday Masses          7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am, 6.00pm 

Weekday Masses     Mon, Wed, Thurs and Sat at 9.00am 



 

EASTER MASS THIS WEDNESDAY  

30TH MARCH, 2016 

You are warmly welcome to join us  

Tomorrow we gather as a school community to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus in a special 

school mass. We will begin at 9:15 am in the Multi Purpose Learning Centre and different 

grades will take roles in leading the celebration.  

We donôt often get the opportunity to celebrate Easter as a school community in the same term as Holy Week so it is great 

for our community to share the full cycle of Jesusô Passion on the Cross and the Joy of Easter together.  

  

HOLY WEEK 

On Holy Thursday students from across the school led a re-enactment of 

the events of Holy Week: from Jesusô entry into Jerusalem, the sacred 

meal of The Last Supper, as well as the agony of the Garden of               

Gethsemane and Jesusô trial in front of Pilate. 

It was a moving reflection of Jesusô last days before the crucifixion,           

reminding us of Jesus teaching to serve one another and to forgive, as 

well as the ultimate sacrifice. He made for us.  

Thank you to all parents who were able to join us and congratulations to 

the students who spent time preparing and leading the special reflection. 

FIRST COMMUNION SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

This weekend coming, children across the parish will begin their preparation for receiving the Eucharist for the 

first time. Sessions are at 4pm both Saturday and Sunday, meeting in the St Markôs staffroom.  

 

Project Compassion - Last Week! 

Thank you to all families that have supported this yearôs Project 
Compassion initiative this year. Money collected goes to the most 
needy of people around the world and in ways that are both enduring 
and empowering.   By the end of this week we ask that all money 
boxes be returned. It would be good if we could have a final push to 
collect any loose change that can be spared.  

Wednesday Parish Mass Next Week 

Our last Wednesday Parish Mass for the term will be joined by Year 5 next week in the school library. All parents are warmly 

invited to attend.  

Staff Development Day (Pupil Free Day)              

Our staff will be involved in a Staff Development Day on Friday 20
th
 May 2016 to focus on our Numeracy goal.  This is a 

Pupil Free Day. Catholic Out of School Hours Care (COSHC) will be providing care for the day.   

Please contact Ben on 0418 115 483 to book your child/ren in.   



 

Implementing New Australian Syllabus - Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) Syllabus 

WHAT IS THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM? 
The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), in collaboration with states and territories, has 
developed agreed Australian curriculum for English, Mathematics, Science, History and Geography.  

WHAT WILL MY CHILD LEARN AT SCHOOL? 
The new syllabuses build on the strength of the existing NSW curriculum. The syllabuses identify the knowledge,                     
understanding, skills, values and attitudes that students are expected to develop in each learning area. They are designed 
to provide flexibility for teachers to develop their teaching and learning programs to meet the needs of their students. 

As outlined by the Board of Studies implementation schedule for the new syllabuses our school has started teaching the 
new syllabus for History and Geography.  

Below please find an overview of new syllabuses.  

History 
§ Students investigate their personal, family and community history. 

§ They develop understanding of Australia's Indigenous and colonial history and how Australia became a nation. 

§ Students learn about historical concepts, such as viewing an historical event from a different point of view, and              
historical skills, such as using historical sources for an investigation. 

Geography 
§ Students investigate people, places and environments. 

§ They explore geographical concepts, such as place and sustainability, through real world examples and issues. 

§ Students learn how to acquire, process and communicate geographical information using geographical tools and             
inquiry. 

WINTER UNIFORM  
In Term 2, Weeks 1 and 2, students are permitted to wear either full 
summer uniform or full winter  uniform depending on the weather. In 
Term 2, Week 3 (Monday 9th May) we ask that all students be in full 
winter uniform. The winter uniform is available now to purchase from 
the Uniform Shop. Please note the last day of trading for Term 1 is 
Wednesday 6th April and will re-open Saturday 23rd April. 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPERATING HOURS 
Winter uniforms are now available for purchase. 
Last day of trading for Term 1 will be Wednesday 6th April and will        
re-open Saturday 23rd April, 2016. 
 
Normal trading hours 
Wednesday 2.30pm - 4.00pm 
Saturday 11.00am - 12.30pm. 
For any further enquiries please email or phone Elle. 
Email: elle@ozfashions.com.au 
Phone: 0421 216 414 

2016 School Goals  

Every year, each school in the diocese sets three specific goals in the areas of Formation (Religious Education), Literacy 
and Numeracy. These goals are in response to the learning needs of the students following appropriate assessment and 
data collection.  

In Formation, our goal focuses on all students developing their knowledge and understanding of the key concepts, God,  
Jesus, Church, Sacrament, Christian Life and Prayer, in Religious Education as well as a deeper understanding of the           
Gospel of Luke. 

In Literacy, our goal focuses on all students developing their writing skills, with an emphasis on the use of language               
structures and vocabulary choices when composing a range of texts.  

In Numeracy, our goal focuses on all students developing their use of visualisation skills and Properties of Shapes 
knowledge in Geometry.  We also continue our focus on using efficient strategies in addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division.   

Specific strategies throughout the year are designed to ensure that these goals are achieved.    

SCHOOL FEES  

 

Thank you to the families who have paid or sent 
in their arrangement letters for the 2016 School 
Fees.  Term One fees were due on the 7th 
March, unless you have sent in your                         
arrangement letter to Catholic Education Office, 
Diocese of Parramatta. Please finalise your           
account by Thursday 31st March. Reminder             
letters will be posted this week.  

 

If you have changed any of your details during 
this term, please notify the school office.  Term 2 
fee statements will be mailed during the April 
School holidays for the families who are not on 
an arrangement plan. If you have queries                   
regarding your account please contact the school 
office to make an appointment to see                      
Miss Hardy. 
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Wed 30th Mar Easter Mass at 9:15am 

Thurs 31st Mar Wrapping Motherôs Day gifts 

Mon 4th Apr  Kinder Morning Prayer 

Wed 6th Apr  Year 5 Mass 

Fri 8th April  Studentôs last day Term 1 

Tue 26th Apr  Students return Term 2 

Thu 28th Apr  Kinder & Year 1 Excursion 

Mon 2nd May  Motherôs Day Stall 

Tue 3rd May  Diocesan Cross Country 

Mon 9th May  Motherôs Day Prayer 

Tue 10th May  NAPLAN 

Wed 11th May NAPLAN 

Thu 12th May  NAPLAN 

Cross Country 2016 

Congratulations to the following students who will participate in the Diocesan Cross Country Carnival which will be held on 

Tuesday 3rd May, 2016 (Week 2 Term 2): 

Adrian Chapman, Oceane Parker, Michael Justin, Luke Giumelli, Mike Issa, Lyle Keith, Jake Arakelian, Nayte Odgers,         

Sebastian Kiceec, Joshua Taylor, Zac Mason, Mike Makarous, Lachlan Villiers, Carina Sastrillo, Isabella Capps, Leticia Zec, 

Akuec Akot Dent, Claire Szymoniczek, Alexandra McDougall, Henrietta Boateng, Angelina Sekulic, Andre Scott, Orlando 

Pawlik, Christopher Abdelseed, Talan Manio, Nicholas Bivona, Oliver Phillips, Jay Nelson, Tony Justin, Tru Hagens, Brodie 

Nelson, Patrick Villiers, Russell Muchabaiwa,  Lovette Boachie, Sophie Ettehad, Leah 

Prasad, Aysia Whinwray, Angelina Warton, Jessica Aye, Christina Kiceec,                       

Elisha Kumar, Jessie Whinwray, Isla Clarke, Amelia OôRourke, Nikita Verghese & Jade 

Jabson. 
 

Thank you to Mrs Whinwray for her help in the running of the 8 & 9 year girls cross 

country last Thursday and thank you to Mrs Zec for her wonderful photography. These 

photos can be viewed on our website under óNews & Eventsô,  óGalleriesô and then click 

óCross Country 2016ô. 

Happy Birthday to the following                 

students who  celebrated their Birthdays 

this past week 

Aaliyah Mercado Zabat, Isabella Kolaitis, Dylan             

Fernandez, Ysabelle Oris, Jessica Aye, Joshua  

Taylor, Gayatri Naidu, Lucas Mortimer, Elisha               

Kumar, Praneel Mynampati and Andre Scott 

National Assessment Program ï Literacy and Numeracy 2016 

In May 2016 the National Assessment Program ï Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be completed by all students in 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN has the support of all State and Territory Education Ministers and will assess the literacy and 
numeracy learning of students in all Australian schools. 

The results of the tests will provide important information to schools about what each student can do, and will be used to 
support teaching and learning programs. Parents will receive a report indicating their childôs level of achievement. Each             
studentôs level of achievement will be reported against the national standard. 

TUESDAY 10 MAY WEDNESDAY 11 MAY THURSDAY 12 MAY 

Language Conventions 

(Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation 

 Writing 

Reading Numeracy 

(Number, Algebra, function and pattern; 
Measurement, change and date; and 
Space) 

MOTHERôS DAY  

We are asking for parents to assist with wrapping the Motherôs Day gifts 

on Thursday 31st March at 9.00 am. 

The Motherôs Day stall will be held on Monday 2nd May, 2016 after   

Monday morning prayer in the Multi Purpose Learning Centre. Each child 

is to bring along $5.00 to purchase a gift. The gift comes wrapped with a 

label for the child to write their name on. 

Any parents who are able to assist at the Motherôs Day stall please meet 

in the Multi Purpose Learning Centre at 9.30 am after Monday morning 

prayer on Monday 2nd May. 

NSW Catholic Primary Schools Championships 

Good luck to Jessica Aye, James Kitcher and Jade Tietie will be representing the Parramatta Diocese at the MacKillop           
Selection trials on March 31st.    Amazing achievements.  We are proud of you.   

Evacuation and Lockdown Drills:  
Recently our school conducted a lock-down drill.  Either a                 
lock-down or evacuation drill is completed each term. This is             
important to make sure that both staff and students know what do 
in the case of an emergency whilst ensuring the safety of the             
children at all times.  


